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Our Place 
“The REP has been a jewel in Birmingham's crown for a hundred years. The city simply 
could not be as great as it is without such a prestigious asset.” - Sir Ian McKellen 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre is the 
only producing theatre in the UK’s 
Second City.  

The oldest building-based theatre 
company in the UK, The REP has an 
unparalleled pioneering history and 
has been at the forefront of theatre in 
this country for over 100 years. It is a 
registered charity (number 223660).  

The REP’s mission is to create 
artistically ambitious popular theatre 
for, by and with the people of 
Birmingham and the wider world.  

The commissioning and production 
of new work lies at the core of The 
REP’s programme and over the last 
15 years, the company has produced 
more than 130 new plays. As well as 
presenting over 60 productions on 
its three stages every year, the 
theatre tours its productions 
nationally and internationally.  

The REP’s acclaimed learning and 
outreach programme is one of the 
largest and most diverse of any arts 
organisation in the country. Every 
year we have over 70,000 contacts 
with young people and adults in the 
community on projects from drama 
or writing workshops to large-scale 
productions.  

The REP is also committed to 
nurturing new talent through its youth 
theatre groups, and it offers training 
for early career writers, directors, and 
artists through its ground-breaking 
REP Foundry theatre makers 
programme.  

Many of The REP’s productions go on 
to have lives beyond Birmingham. 
Recent tours and transfers include 
The Lovely Bones, Brief Encounter, 
Nativity! The Musical, What Shadows, 
LOVE, The Winslow Boy, The 
Government Inspector, Of Mice and 
Men, Anita and Me, Penguins and 
The King’s Speech. The theatre’s 
long-running production of The 
Snowman celebrated its 25th 
anniversary as well as its 22nd 
consecutive season at London's 
Peacock Theatre in 2019. 
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Playful 

Creating theatre that is intelligent, 
sophisticated, exciting, kinetic, and a 
good night out for all. 

   

Popular 

Committing to reaching and   
entertaining audiences who have 
been traditionally excluded from 
theatre by reclaiming the word 
popular and making it a reality in all 
its forms - comedies, musicals, 
drama, dance, physical theatre, 
spoken word, traditional storytelling 
from diverse heritage and 
international work.

  

Pioneering

Continuing to ensure that its artistic 
programme is representative of the 
city, aiming to imaginatively engage 
with the people of Birmingham, the 
UK, and internationally, creating 
productions by, with and for the 
people of the city, that fill our theatres 
with it’s citizens.  In every endeavour, 
we strive to realise and promote 
inclusivity, diversity, and equality. 

Our Mission

The REP was the UK's first purpose-built Repertory Theatre, and the forerunner of both the RSC and the National. 
From the world’s first modern dress Shakespeare, to championing new writers and talent for over a hundred years, 
to ground-breaking creative learning and participation departments, it has an unrivalled pioneering history. Our aim 
is to continue that tradition with work that is diverse, representative and international: rooted in our city, global in its 
outlook. 

Playful • Popular • Pioneering 
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The HOUSE 
825 seats

An epic, artistically ambitious theatre 
space. The auditorium has no 
balconies, with a stage equivalent to 
the Olivier at the National Theatre. A 
space for big drama, large scale 
comedies and new musicals.

   

The STUDIO 
300 seats

A mid-scale theatre that presents 
new plays and contemporary 
classics. The seating can be 
arranged in different configurations 
giving flexibility.

   

The DOOR
140 seats

A classic black box theatre 
presenting small scale tours, artist 
development, new forms of theatre 
and productions by local artists 

Our Spaces

In 1971 we moved from The Old REP on Station Street to Broad Street. Graham Winteringham’s RIBA Award-winning 
building sits at the heart of the city’s current architectural and cultural renaissance, Centenary Square. 

The HOUSE • The STUDIO • The DOOR 
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The aim will be to present some of the shows that were postponed from our Spring and Autumn 2020 programmes in 
2021/22. These productions give you a flavour of the types of show and scale: 

Calmer | Director: Adrian Lester | The STUDIO (World Premiere)  
A new play exploring the pressures of three generations of a family, written by award-winning Lolita Chakrabarti. 

Bright Places | Director: Tessa Walker | The DOOR (World Premiere) 
With 90s pop, a costume skip and a lot of glitter, Bright Places is an honest, funny and moving story about growing 
up in the shadow of chronic illness.  

Something Rotten | Director Sean Foley | The HOUSE (UK Premiere) 
Nick and Nigel Bottom dream of writing a hit play but are stuck in the shadow of that Renaissance writer/rock star 
William Shakespeare himself.  

Nativity! The Musical | The HOUSE 
Feel-good, funny and full of joy, this cracker of a musical was adapted for the stage by   Debbie Isitt, the creator of the 
much-loved films.  

Birmingham Repertory Theatre & Birmingham Royal Ballet 
A brand-new partnership has been confirmed between Birmingham Royal Ballet and Birmingham  Repertory Theatre, 
which will see the two established companies combine creative ingenuity to stage new dance works in the heart of 
Birmingham city centre. 

Re-Opening Season
Spring 2021

  

50 Year Anniversary Season
Autumn 2021

Commonwealth Games
Spring 2022

Our Activity
Spring 2021 - Autumn 2022
Normally we would be in a much stronger position to be able to tell you what productions and artists you will be 
working with, but like many other theatres we have been following government advice to keep our audiences and 
staff safe from COVID-19. This meant that we closed the theatre in March 2020 with performances cancelled or 
postponed.   

We are thrilled to be in the first stages of welcoming back to The REP live performances that audiences can attend, 
whilst following new safety measures. It is with this hope that that we can start to strongly plan and begin work 
towards a season of work in 2021 and we hope the following activity plan gives you a sense of the upcoming 
exciting events.   

The RTYDS director will be in place for the launch of the Re-Opening Season in Spring 2021. There will be at least 
one opportunity to work in The HOUSE and The DOOR.  
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Creative Learning 
& Participation
The REP’s acclaimed learning and outreach programme is one of the largest and most diverse of any arts 
organisation in the country. Every year we have over 70,000 contacts with young people and adults in the community 
on projects from drama or writing workshops to large-scale productions.  

The RTYDS director will have the opportunity to work across our Creative Learning and Participation department, 
alongside Youth Theatre Director Filiz Ozcan. 

These supporting activities can include:

• Working with young people from the ages of 13 and above.  

• Making and creating work with our Adult Drama Company 

• Working in communities across Birmingham 

• Large scale performances 

• Support in the development of current writer commissions 
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Daniel Bailey 

Daniel Bailey is currently Associate Director at the Bush, most recently directing The High Table. He originally joined 
The REP as part of the Regional Theatre Young Directors Scheme (RTYDS), where his work included artist 
development programmes; for writers, theatre-makers and directors. Following the end of the scheme, Daniel 
became an Associate Director at The REP. Directing work at The REP included: Blue/Orange, Concubine, Stuff, I 
Knew You, Abuelo, Jump! We’ll Catch You, Made In India/Britain and Exhale. He has previously been Resident 
Director at the National Theatre Studio, Associate Artist at Theatre Stratford Royal East and Resident Assistant 
Director at The Finborough Theatre. 

Madeleine Kludje 

Madeleine Kludje is currently Associate Director at Birmingham Repertory Theatre and is an alumna of the Regional 
Theatre Young Directors Scheme. Directing work at The REP includes Subtitled and Fathers, Family and F*ckboys. 
Past Associate Director and Assistant Director work at The REP includes Peter Pan, A Thousand Splendid Suns, 
Rebus, The Wizard of Oz, Woyzeck and Elephant. Madeleine is also a drama facilitator having worked in the UK and 
Europe. 

Re-Opening Season
Spring 2021

  

50 Year Anniversary Season
Autumn 2021

Commonwealth Games
Spring 2022

Normally we would be in a much stronger position to be able to tell you what productions and artists you will be 
working with, but like many other theatres we have been following government advice to keep our audiences and 
staff safe from COVID-19. This meant that we closed the theatre in March 2020 with performances cancelled or 
postponed.   

We are thrilled to be in the first stages of welcoming back to The REP live performances that audiences can attend, 
whilst following new safety measures. It is with this hope that that we can start to strongly plan and begin work 
towards a season of work in 2021 and we hope the following activity plan gives you a sense of the upcoming 
exciting events.   

The RTYDS director will be in place for the launch of the Re-Opening Season in Spring 2021. There will be at least 
one opportunity to work in The HOUSE and The DOOR.  

RTYDS &  
The REP
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The RTYDS director will also engage or work with our Associate Artists and Associate Companies over the 
course of the 18 months they are placed at The REP. 

Associate Artists 
 
Mohammed Ali - Award-winning Birmingham street artist 
Lolita Chakrabarti - Birmingham-born actor and award-winning writer  
Tyrone Huggins - Birmingham-born actor, writer and theatre maker  
Debbie Isitt - Birmingham-born writer, director and performer  
Iqbal Khan - Birmingham-born director 
Lorna Laidlaw - Birmingham-born actor  
Meera Syal - Wolverhampton-born comedian, writer, playwright, singer, journalist, producer and actor 
Richard Thomas - Birmingham-born award-winning musician, writer, and comedy actor 
Selina Thompson - Birmingham-born performance artist and REP Foundry alumna 

Associate Companies 
 
The McOnie Company - A hot-blooded Theatre Dance company that presents a collective of outstanding 
dancers from various disciplines, under Birmingham-born Artistic Director Drew McOnie 
Told By An Idiot - Through playful collaborative writing, anarchic physicality and a comedic sensibility, Told By An 
Idiot create genuinely spontaneous experiences for audiences, under Birmingham-born Artistic Director Paul 
Hunter 

Ramps On The Moon 
 
We are a founding member of Ramps on the Moon, which aims to enrich the stories we tell and the way we tell 
them by platforming D/deaf and disabled people both on and off stage. 

Led by New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich, Ramps on the Moon brings together a collaborative network of six National 
Portfolio Organisation theatres: Birmingham Repertory Theatre, Theatre Royal Stratford East, Nottingham 
Playhouse, Leeds Playhouse, Sheffield Theatres and strategic partner Graeae Theatre. 

Shifting The Dial 
 
We also are a leading partner in Shifting the Dial, which aims to increase economic opportunities, raise mental 
health awareness and encourage inclusion whilst addressing the weathering effects of racism, discrimination, 
negative self-image and invisibility among young African Caribbean young men. A key part of the programme is a 
theatre company called Lightpost Theatre. Led by CJ Webley and Mathias Andre, they use cultural activities 
including drama and spoken word to build resilience through promoting wellbeing, improving self-esteem and 
encouraging personal development. 

Our Artists & Companies
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Artistic Director  
Sean Foley  

Executive Director   
Rachael Thomas 

Deputy Artistic Director  
Amit Sharma 

Associate Director (Creative 
Learning)   
Steve Ball  

Finance Director 
Anne Russell 

Technical Director  
Tomas Wright  

Associate Director 
Madeleine Kludje  

Literary Associate 
Tanika Gupta 

Casting Associate 
Pippa Ailion CDG  

Director of Creative Learning  
Alex Summers 

Shifting The Dial Producer 
Samina Beckford 

Lightpost Directors 
CJ Webley 
Mathias Andre 
 

Youth Theatre Director 
Filiz Ozcan 
 
Senior Education Officers 
Becky Deeks 
Bhavik Parmar 

   

Our Team
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